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Theophany of Our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ-January 6

About the beginning of our Lord's thirtieth year, John the
Forerunner, who was some six months older than Our
Saviour according to the flesh, and had lived in the
wilderness since his childhood, received a command
from God and came into the parts of the Jordan,
preaching the baptism of repentance unto the remission
of sins. Then our Saviour also came from Galilee to the
Jordan, and sought and received baptism though He was
the Master and John was but a servant. Whereupon, there
came to pass those marvellous deeds, great and beyond
nature: the Heavens were opened, the Spirit descended
in the form of a dove upon Him that was being baptized
and the voice was heard from the Heavens hearing
witness that this was the beloved Son of God, now
baptized as a man (Matt. 3:13-17; Mark 1:9-11; Luke
3:1-22). From these events the Divinity of the Lord Jesus
Christ and the great mystery of the Trinity were
demonstrated. It is also from this that the present feast is
called "Theophany," that is, the divine manifestation,
God's appearance among men. On this venerable day the
sacred mystery of Christian baptism was inaugurated;
henceforth also began the saving preaching of the
Kingdom of the Heavens.

Synaxis of John the Holy Glorious
Prophet, Baptist, & Forerunner Jan 7

Today we celebrate the Synaxis in honour of the
most sacred Forerunner, since he ministered at the
Mystery of the Divine Baptism of our Lord Jesus
Christ.
Apolytikion of Synaxis of John the Forerunner:
The memory of the just is celebrated with hymns of
praise, but the Lord's testimony is sufficient for thee,
O Forerunner; for thou hast proved to be truly even
more venerable than the Prophets, since thou was
granted to baptize in the running waters Him Whom
they proclaimed. Wherefore, having contested for
the truth, thou didst rejoice to announce the good
tidings even to those in Hades: that God hath
appeared in the flesh, taking away the sin of the
world and granting us great mercy.
Kontakion of Synaxis of John the Forerunner:
The Jordan accepted Your presence in the flesh and
reversed its course in fear. John, fulfilling the
spiritual ministry, fell back in awe. The ranks of
Angels, seeing You in the flesh, baptized in the river,
were amazed, and all who were in darkness were
filled with light, praising You who appeared and
enlightened all.
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+Glory be to God for all things! +
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(see Weekly Bulletin for times and location)
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TBA

•

Pastoral Message
Beloved Faithful,
This month’s pastoral message is a message of instruction. These glorious feast days which we are
encountering take on deeper meaning only if we come to appreciate their depth and connection to our
personal lives and communal participation in the life of the Church. Therefore I have included an
“explanation” of the feast of Theophany written by the V. Rev. Thomas Hopko. I pray it will inspire you as
it has inspired me. My prayers for a blessed and glorious New Year, filled with Faith, Hope and Love.
In Christ,
Fr. Costa

Epiphany
The sixth of January is the feast of the Epiphany. Originally it was the one Christian feast of the “shining
forth” of God to the world in the human form of Jesus of Nazareth. It included the celebration of Christ’s
birth, the adoration of the Wisemen, and all of the childhood events of Christ such as his circumcision and
presentation to the temple as well as his baptism by John in the Jordan. There seems to be little doubt that
this feast, like Easter and Pentecost, was understood as the fulfillment of a previous Jewish festival, in this
case the Feast of Lights.
Epiphany means shining forth or manifestation. The feast is often called, as it is in the Orthodox service
books, Theophany, which means the shining forth and manifestation of God. The emphasis in the present
day celebration is on the appearance of Jesus as the human Messiah of Israel and the divine Son of God,
One of the Holy Trinity with the Father and the Holy Spirit.
Thus, in the baptism by John in the Jordan, Jesus identifies himself with sinners as the “Lamb of God who
takes away the sin of the world” (Jn 1:29), the “Beloved” of the Father whose messianic task it is to redeem
men from their sins (Lk 3:21, Mk 1:35). And he is revealed as well as One of the Divine Trinity, testified to
by the voice of the Father, and by the Spirit in the form of a dove. This is the central epiphany glorified in
the main hymns of the feast:
When Thou, O Lord, wast baptized in the Jordan the worship of the Trinity was made manifest! For the
voice of the Father bare witness to Thee, calling Thee his Beloved Son. And the Spirit, in the form of a
dove, confirmed the truthfulness of his Word. O Christ our God, who hast revealed Thyself and hast
enlightened the world, glory to Thee (Troparion).
Today Thou hast appeared to the universe, end Thy Light, O Lord, has shone on us, who with
understanding praise Thee: Thou hast come and revealed Thyself, O Light Unapproachable! (Kontakion).
The services of Epiphany are set up exactly as those of Christmas, although historically it was most
certainly Christmas which was made to imitate Epiphany since it was established later. Once again the
Royal Hours and the Liturgy of Saint Basil are celebrated together with Vespers on the eve of the feast; and
the Vigil is made up of Great Compline and Matins. The prophecies of Epiphany repeat the God is with Us
from Isaiah and stress the foretelling of the Messiah as well as the coming of his forerunner, John the
Baptist:

Pastoral Message-p2
The voice of one crying in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord, make his path straight. Every valley
shall be filled and every mountain and hill brought low, and the crooked shall be made straight, and the
rough ways shall be made smooth; and all flesh shall see the salvation of God (Is 40:3-5; Lk 3:4-6).
Once more special psalms are sung to begin the Divine Liturgy of the feast, and the baptismal line of
Galatians 3:27 replaces the song of the Thrice-Holy. The gospel readings of all the Epiphany services tell
of the Lord’s baptism by John in the Jordan River. The epistle reading of the Divine Liturgy tells of the
consequences of the Lord’s appearing which is the divine epiphany.
For the grace of God has appeared for the salvation of all men, training us to renounce irreligion and
worldly passions, and to live sober, upright and godly lives in this world, awaiting our blessed hope, the
appearing of the glory of our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us
from all iniquity and to purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds (Titus 2:1114).
The main feature of the feast of the Epiphany is the Great Blessing of Water. It is prescribed to follow both
the Divine Liturgy of the eve of the feast and the Divine Liturgy of the day itself. Usually it is done just
once in parish churches at the time when most people can be present. It begins with the singing of special
hymns and the censing of the water which has been placed in the center of the church building. Surrounded
by candles and flowers, this water stands for the beautiful world of God’s original creation and ultimate
glorification by Christ in the Kingdom of God. Sometimes this service of blessing is done out of doors at a
place where the water is flowing naturally.
The voice of the Lord cries over the waters, saying: Come all ye, receive the Spirit of wisdom, the Spirit of
understanding, the Spirit of the fear of God, even Christ who is made manifest.
Today the nature of water is sanctified. Jordan is divided in two, and turns back the stream of its waters,
beholding the Master being baptized.
As a man Thou didst come to that river, O Christ our King, and dost hasten O Good One, to receive the
baptism of a servant at the hands of the Forerunner (John), because of our sins, O Lover of Man (Hymns of
the Great Blessing of Waters).
Following are three readings from the Prophecy of Isaiah concerning the messianic age:
Let the thirsty wilderness be glad, let the desert rejoice, let it blossom as a rose, let it blossom abundantly,
let everything rejoice… (Is 35: 1-10)
Go to that water, O you who thirst, and as many as have no money, let them eat and drink without price,
both wine and fat… (Is 55:1-13)
With joy draw the water out of the wells of salvation. And in that day shall you say: Confess ye unto the
Lord and call upon his Name; declare his glorious deeds… his Name is exalted… Hymn the Name of the
Lord… Rejoice and exult… (Is 12:3.6).

Pastoral Message-p3
After the epistle (1 Cor 1:10-14) and the gospel reading (Mk 1:9-11) the special great litany is chanted
invoking the grace of the Holy Spirit upon the water and upon those who will partake of it.
It ends with the great prayer of the cosmic glorification of God in which Christ is called upon to sanctify
the water, and all men and all creation, by the manifestation of his saving and sanctifying divine presence
by the indwelling of the Holy and Good and Life-creating Spirit.
As the troparion of the feast is sung, the celebrant immerses the Cross into the water three times and then
proceeds to sprinkle the water in the four directions of the world. He then blesses the people and their
homes with the sanctified water which stands for the salvation of all men and all creation which Christ has
effected by his “epiphany” in the flesh for the life of the world.
Sometimes people think that the blessing of water and the practice of drinking it and sprinkling it over
everyone and everything is a “paganism” which has falsely entered the Christian Church. We know,
however, that this ritual was practiced by the People of God in the Old Testament, and that in the Christian
Church it has a very special and important significance.
It is the faith of Christians that since the Son of God has taken human flesh and has been immersed in the
streams of the Jordan, all matter is sanctified and made pure in him, purged of its death-dealing qualities
inherited from the devil and the wickedness of men. In the Lord’s epiphany all creation becomes good
again, indeed “very good,” the way that God himself made it and proclaimed it to be in the beginning when
“the Spirit of God was moving over the face of the waters” (Gen 1:2) and when the “Breath of Life” was
breathing in man and in everything that God made (Gen 1:30; 2:7).
The world and everything in it is indeed “very good” (Gen 1:31) and when it becomes polluted, corrupted
and dead, God saves it once more by effecting the “new creation” in Christ, his divine Son and our Lord by
the grace of the Holy Spirit (Gal 6:15). This is what is celebrated on Epiphany, particularly in the Great
Blessing of Water. The consecration of the waters on this feast places the entire world—through its “prime
element” of watering the perspective of the cosmic creation,
sanctification, and glorification of the Kingdom of God in
Christ arid the Spirit. It tells us that man and the world were
indeed created and saved in order to be “filled with all the
fullness of God” (Eph 3:19), the “fullness of him who fills all
in all” (Eph 1:22). It tells us that Christ, in who in “the whole
fulness of deity dwells bodily,” is and shall be truly “all, and
in all” (Col 2:9, 3:11). It tells us as well that the “new heavens
and the new earth” which God has promised through his
prophets and apostles (Is 66:2; 2 Peter 3:13, Rev 21:1) are
truly “with us” already now in the, mystery of Christ and his
Church.
Thus, the sanctification and sprinkling of the Epiphany water
is no pagan ritual. It is the expression of the most central fact
of the Christian vision of man, his life and his world. It is the
liturgical testimony that the vocation and destiny of creation is
to be “filled with all the fullness of God” (Eph 3:19).

IMPORTANT: PLEASE READ THIS NOTICE BEFORE ENTERING THE
CHURCH FACILITIES
By voluntarily entering this church facility:
• I affirm that I am not currently ill or experiencing COVID-19
symptoms.
• I acknowledge that while safety measures are being taken by
the church, it cannot guarantee the safety of every person
present.
• I agree to abide by the social distancing and safety guidelines
being practiced in this church.
• I consent to hold the church harmless against any damages or
claims regarding my voluntary presence here.
If I am not able to agree to and affirm the above statements, I will
not participate in this worship service in person and may choose to
join online at Saint Demetrios Greek Orthodox Church : Warren, OH
IMPORTANT: DURING THIS PHASE, ALL ATTENDEES MUST ABIDE BY
THE FOLLOWING GUIDELINES:
1. According to State of Ohio regulations, Masks must be worn at
all times except when receiving Holy Communion. Those with
valid medical exceptions, special needs and children 10 and
under do not need to wear masks. If you do not have a mask,
one will be available.
2. Hands must be sanitized upon entry.
3. There will be no more persons than 50% of the church
capacity while maintaining spacing occupying one area
(inclusive of the priest, staff, and any volunteers)
4. Each person, including children, must sign in for contact tracing.
5. You will be directed to your seating area by an usher and are
asked to remain in that area for the duration of the service.
6. Honor the icons and other sacred objects by a reverent bow
and making the sign of the Cross instead of kissing.
7. Refrain from shaking hands or kissing others during the
service.
8. Instructions for receiving Holy Communion and antidoron will
be explained by the priest.
9. At the conclusion of the service please exit and return to your
vehicle without congregating.

Thank you for your cooperation and understanding

Christmas Card
Due to delays in the postal system, the following
names were omitted from the Annual Christmas
Card:

John & Evangelia Binikos
Morphia Bouboulis
Nick & Sue Cassudakis & Family
Diamanto & Joanna Gianoutsos
Mike & Amanda Hilas & Family
Modestos & Maria Kotsatos & Family
Tony & Pam Limperos
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald & Helen Slack &
Family

THANK YOU!
Thank you to all of our parishioners who
donated gifts to the Salvation Army Angel
Tree.
Salvation Army picked the gifts up from St.
Demetrios and distributed them to the
children of the community.
Your generosity helped to make Christmas
a little more delightful for children in
need!

COMMUNITY DINNERS

2020-2021 SCHOLARSHIPS
Graduating High School Students whose
parents are stewards in good financial standing
at St. Demetrios may apply for the St.
Demetrios Scholarships beginning January 1,
2021. The applications will be available for
pickup during regular office hours of the
church after January 1. To be eligible to apply,
applicants must demonstrate their active praxis
of the Orthodox Faith at St. Demetrios of
Warren and participation in St. Demetrios
Church of Warren activities such as at services
during Sundays; leadership and service in
GOYA; and participation and service in St.
Demetrios Community activities. The deadline
for returing the applications is the first Friday
in April. This year will be April 2, 2021. Due
to the pandemic and school uncertaintly,
please plan ahead to get all information in a
timely manner.

2020 END OF YEAR STATEMENT
Anyone who would like an end of the
year donation statement for 2020 tax
purposes, please, contact the church
office.
Days When Marriages or Baptisms
are Not Permitted
Marriages are not performed on:
Fast days or during fasting seasons; these include the
Great Lent and Holy Week, August 1-15, August
29 (Beheading of St. John the Baptist) September 14

The Community Dinners have been cancelled until
further notice, due to social distancing regulations.

(Exaltation of the Holy Cross), December 13-25.

There will, however, be a Christmas Turkey Drive.
We will be accepting turkeys in December, to
distribute to those in need. We will also accept $5
and $10 giftcards from stores such as the Dollar
Tree, Family Dollar or Walmart, to distribute to
children for Christmas. Please contact Fr. Costa or
the office for more information.

the day of a Great Feast of the ord, including

Nor are marriages celebrated on the day before and
Theophany (January 5 & 6), Pascha, Pentecost,
and Christmas (December 24 & 25).
Baptisms may not be performed:
From Christmas Day through the Feast of Theophany
(December 25-January 6), during Holy Week or on
any of the Great Feastdays of the Lord.

LOVED ONES LOST
Stelios L. Bournias, 73, passed away Sunday,
November 29, 2020 due to COVID -19 at The
Cleveland Clinic. He is survived by the love of
his life and high school sweetheart, wife Barbara
Kondoleon Bournias (whom he married August
31, 1969), his children L. Stephen (Dimitra)
Bournias of Atlanta, GA, Kirstie Bournias of
Poland, OH, and Michael (Ashley) Bournias of
Pittsburgh, PA, grandsons Avery Nicholas and
Theodore Stelios. Steve is also survived by
brother Alexander (Karen) Bournias and sister
Mary Elaine Bournias, all of Cochranton, PA. He
and Barbara also have numerous beloved nieces,
nephews and Godchildren.

Steve was a member of St. Demetrios Greek
Orthodox Church in Warren where he served as
an altar boy, was a member of AHEPA Zeus 88,
and the Chian Society, Agia Markella (Warren,
Ohio).
Constance “Connie” Kappas, 95, passed away
peacefully at her residence surrounded by her
loving family Monday, December 7, 2020. She is
survived by her children Georgiann (Tom)
Sampson, of Port Orange, FL, Dean (Beverly)
Kappas of Mecca, and John Kappas of Mecca, four
grandchildren Stephen, Matthew and Alyssia
Kappas and Melynda (James) Lowry, and two greatgrandchildren Arianna and James, also nephew
Christopher (Ena) Pole and other nieces and
nephews.
Connie was a member of St. Demetrios Greek
Orthodox Church in Warren and the Daughters of
Penelope.

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVES
The American Red Cross will hold
blood drives at St. Demetrios
Community Center on :
January 21, 2021
February 17, 2021
Call Northern Ohio American Red Cross for
Appointments.

Irene Graham, 101, passed away Friday,
December 4, 2020 in Columbus, OH. She is
survived by her daughter Grace (Gary) Edwards,
three grandchildren Dr. Autumn Edwards, of
Ventura, CA, Dr. Erin Edwards of Tacoma, WA,
and Dr. Leah (Seth) Cohen of Boone, NC, two
sisters Katherine Verney of Sarasota, Fl, and Mary
Orologas Micanopy, FL.
Irene was a member of St. Demetrios Church
LCDR Steve C. Charnas, 93, of Warren passed
away on Wednesday, December 9, 2020. Steve is
survived by his children, Christopher Charnas (Dr.
Jeanne Charnas) of Orlando, Florida., Kally (Scott)
Nickel of Canton, Craig (Nancy) Charnas of
Cortland, and Kevin Charnas of Cleveland Heights;
along with 11 grandchildren and 6 great
grandchildren, and several cousins, nephews and
nieces and friends.
Paraskevi Zanetakis, 88, of Warren, fell asleep in
the Lord on Friday, December 18, 2020 following
complications from COVID-19. She s survived by
her children Michael (Areti) Zanetakis of Fort
Worth, Texas, Louie (Brenda) Zannetakis of
Lordstown and George (Sofia) Zannetakis of
Canfield; her daughter-in-law Vera Zannetakis of
Warren; six grandchildren Mikey Zanetakis, Athena
(Kyle) Zanetakis, Kelly (Antonio) Fisher, Karen
(Ryan) Radowick, Michael Zannetakis and Ashley
Zannetakis; and by six great grandchildren Morgan,
Makenzie and Mason Fisher, Kameron and Elliana
Trimble and Blake Hall. Paraskevi is also survived
by a sister Maria Homatopoulos of Greece and by
her late sister Irene Vardavas’ children; niece
Harriet “Kitsa” (Mike) Aivazis, Ely Louis Vardavas
and Dino Vardavas all of Howland.
Paraskevi was a member of St. Demetrios Church.

METHODS OF DONATION
We can now accept payments for Stewardship, Candles,
Donations Memorials, etc. with PAYPAL. We continue to
accept payments with credit and debit cards, as well as
checks and cash. We are trying to give our parishioners
different options to make it easier to make donations of any
kind. Please look for information on the website.
https://www.stdemetrioswarren.org/

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Please visit our website or facebook page for
information on virtual Sunday school lessons. For
more information, please contact the church office.

BIBLE STUDY
Please visit our website or facebook page for
Fr. Costa’s Bible Study lessons. The first Bible
Study has been posted.

GREEK SCHOOL
Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, Greek
School registration will be postponed
until further notice.

COFFEE HOURS
According to the policies set forth by the Metropolis of
Pittsburgh, coffee hours, fellowship activities and fund
raisers following Divine Liturgy will resume soon.
Those who are hosting the coffee hours must follow the
State of Ohio regulations regarding serving food. For
more information, please contact the church office.

Prayer of Saint Basil the Great
+Glory to the Father and the Son and
the Holy Spirit; both now and ever,
and unto the ages of ages. Amen.
O God and Lord of the Powers, and Maker of
all creation, Who, because of Thy clemency
and incomparable mercy, didst send Thine
Only-Begotten Son and our Lord Jesus Christ
for the salvation of mankind, and with His
venerable Cross didst tear asunder the record
of our sins, and thereby didst conquer the
rulers and powers of darkness; receive from
us sinful people, O merciful Master, these
prayers of gratitude and supplication, and
deliver us from every destructive and gloomy
transgression, and from all visible and
invisible enemies who seek to injure us. Nail
down our flesh with fear of Thee, and let not
our hearts be inclined to words or thoughts
of evil, but pierce our souls with Thy love,
that ever contemplating Thee, being
enlightened by Thee, and discerning Thee,
the unapproachable and everlasting Light,
we may unceasingly render confession and
gratitude to Thee: The eternal Father, with
Thine Only-Begotten Son, and with Thine
All-Holy, Gracious, and Life-Giving Spirit,
now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Bulletin Information
If you have information or news to share with the parish, please
bring or mail it in to the Church Office no later than the 20th of
each month. The bulletin committee works very hard to help keep
you informed, but we need your help.
This includes births, marriages or baptisms, graduations, etc.
locally and out of town.

PRIEST VISITATIONS

Any church organizations or groups who would like information
or pictures in the bulletin, please e-mail them to the church:

Please inform the church office of any
loved ones who are hospitalized or “shut
ins”, so that they may be visited and
receive the grace and comfort of the
sacraments.

Because bulk mail is considered “junk” mail, it is not forwarded to
a new address and is destroyed or returned to the church at double
the cost of full postage! For this reason, unless the office is
contacted with a new or changed address, it will be necessary to
remove the returned, undeliverable mail from the mailing list until
we are informed of the updated address. Thank you for your
cooperation.

church@stdemetrioswarren.org

ST. DEMETRIOS PHILOPTOCHOS SOCIETY

OFFICERS
Alexandra Vlahos, Pres.
330-646-8078
Karen Valantasis, VP1
330-207-4095

“Ζωοδοχοs Πηγη” #85 CHAPTER #6014
Spiritual Advisor: Rev. Fr. Constantine Valantasis
OFFICERS

PHILOPTOCHOS NEWS

Maria Tsapos, VP2
330-856-6077
Chrissie Katsaros, Sec.
Dorothy Sideropolis, Treas
Maria Anagnostou, Treas
BOARD MEMBERS
Kitsa Aivazis
Effie Deuble
Anna Nikolaides
Chrysanthe Partis
Lilli Radu, Sunshine
330-766-0993
PAST PRESIDENTS
Katherine Gentithes*
Despina Diakakis*
Maria Scapetis *
Kokoni Xanthoulis*
Anna Arvanitis*
Panayiota Tsardoulis*
Nina Biliuris*
Angela Tsagaris *
Dimitra Loukas *
Sophia Ticoras *
Stella Achladis *
Tina Safos *
Joanne Goumas
Marika Veneris
Maria Anastasiadis
Helen Eliadis *
Katie Ticoras *
Julie Gianakos *
Thalia Tsimpinos
Antigoni Ann Ernst *
Maria Chimbidis
Patricia Gianakos
Carrie Daniel
Elizabeth Ney

Thank you to all those who purchased Vasilopita for the
NEW YEAR 2021! We appreciate all your support and
donations!
We are planning a VIRTUAL VASILOPITA on Sunday,
January 10th immediately following the Divine Liturgy.
Please tune in to the St. Demetrios FACEBOOK PAGE to
watch. If you would like to send a donation for the
Vasilopita to benefit the St. Basil Academy, please send
donations to the Church ATTENTION: Philoptochos

PLEASE STAY SAFE and MAY GOD BLESS US ALL !

Hospital Visitations

*deceased
Even though hospitals may ask your religious affiliation, THE HOSPITALS DO NOT CALL THE
CHURCH OR THE PRIEST to inform who is a patient. If you or a loved one is a patient at a hospital
and would like Fr. Costa (or a Cleveland area priest if you are in The Cleveland Clinic or University
Hospital) to give the Sacrament of Holy Unction for healing or Holy Communion, you must call the
church office. Confidentiality laws, “HIPAA,” make it impossible for us to get that information.

Theophany (from Greek theophania, meaning "appearance of God") is one of
the Great Feasts of the Orthodox Church, celebrated on January 6.
It is the feast which reveals the Most Holy Trinity to the world through the
Baptism of the Lord.

ST. DEMETRIOS
GREEK ORTHODOX
CHURCH

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID

429 High Street, NE
Warren, OH 44481
Or
PO BOX 4214
Warren, OH 44482

WARREN OHIO
PERMIT NO. 84

Phone 330.394.9021
Fax 330.394.9077
Email: church@stdemetrioswarren.org

Websites:
www.stdemetrioswarren.org
www.warrengreekcenter.com
FACEBOOK:
Saint Demetrios Greek Orthodox Church :
Warren, OH

LABEL

RETURN SERVICE
REQUESTED
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➢ JANUARY

1, 2021-New Years Day—Church
office closed

➢SUNDAY, JANUARY 10th —VITURAL
VASILOPITA sponsored by Philoptochos

